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The EU Agenda
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MEP Claude Turmes
“Microgeneration must help the EU
move from a 20% to 30% target “

MEP Fiona Hall
“Make microgeneration as

widespread as possible in the EU”

MEP Judith Merkies
“Everything starts and ends with

Citizens’ participation”

Former EU Energy Commissioner
Piebalgs

“Microgeneration will be a key part
of the EU’s future energy mix”



Microgeneration is ‘on the march’
- but is everyone going their own way?
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An EU Microgeneration Strategy
would bring it all together
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Towards a Unified Sector
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Why the EU needs a unified microgeneration sector

 International companies offering multi-product
solutions

 Large scale manufacturing across borders

 Industry matters migrating from national to EU
level (e.g. standards)

 Sustainability agenda towards Europeanisation (e.g.
Renewables Directive, EU Emissions Trading)



EU Market Projections
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Microgeneration units installed in the EU under various policy scenarios



Behavioural Change
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Reaching citizens
is challenging

Changing household
behaviour

Heightened energy
consciousness

“Demand management programmes need to
overcome a communication gap between the
energy experts operating the programmes and
ordinary citizens whom they try to influence.”

FP7 EU funded Changing Behaviour project

“88% of microgeneration adopters reduce
energy consumption after installation”

UK Government Study, 2008

“There is heightened awareness among
consumers, even those merely “in contact”
with microgeneration”

Open University (2007)



An EU Microgeneration Strategy
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Evidence from Best Practice

Connection
standards
2003

Reduced
rate VAT
2005

Code for
sustainable
homes 2006

Feed-in Tariff
(Clean Energy
Cashback)
scheme 2010

Permitted
development
2010
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United Kingdom: A National Microgeneration Strategy

Units installed: 98,000 in 2008 27,000,000 in 2030
Supplying 30% - 40% UK electricity load by 2050 with
15% carbon dioxide reduction per annum (EST)



Evidence from Best Practice

Low interest
loans and
direct
subsidies

PV feed-in
tariff of
46.8 cents
KW/h in
2008

1,000,000
solar thermal
installations
2008

Mandatory use of
microgeneration
in new houses and
incentives for zero
energy 2009

PV feed-in tariff of
39.6 cents KW/h in
2010

Germany: A National Microgeneration Strategy
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Evidence from Best Practice

Deregulation of roof-
integrated ST and PV
installation

Mandated
public
procurement

PV systems
reached grid
parity

Solar thermal
55% tax
deduction

Wind turbines and
others have special
rates with additional
regional incentives
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Italy



EU Strategy 2011 - 2020
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EU Strategy 2011 - 2020
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Smart meters

Networks

Procurement



EU Strategy 2011 - 2020
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Smart meters

Networks

Procurement

EU Microgeneration Strategy



Micropower Europe

Organisation

Promoting the rapid expansion of the EU microgeneration sector

Mission

Helping to solve energy and environmental challenges

Members
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Thank you
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Contact us

Micropower Europe
Level 20, Bastion Tower,
Place du Champs de Mars 5,
Brussels 1050

Tel: + 32 2 550 36 61
Fax: + 32 2 550 35 35

E-mail: bethan.fox@micropowereurope.eu
Web: www.microgenerationeurope.eu


